Literature, according to your advice, an easier path and a happier future ; only a long experience can persuade me that I am entirely unfitted for the only studies I love.
My great desire is to pass the examination before the holidays; I ardently wish to receive your corrections in time to be ready, if you think fit, to present myself in August.
I am sending my two theses to the Dean of Faculty.
Kindly accept, Sir, the feelings of respect with which I have the honour to be your obedient servant.
To Us Mother.
June 7, 1852.
I have gone to see the Rector, who tells me that nothing is changed in the Decree on the agregation: it is independent of the law which is about to be made. Therefore, no agregation for me this year. I am thua thrown back upon the Doctorate, and the Eector here has my theses to send them to the Paris Dean. There is nothing to fear. They are only about pure science and new experiments. The examiner, in his letter, reproached me with dangerous tendencies ; I have softened risky passages, and I have just written him a " honeyed and serpentine " letter, as Sophie would say, to the effect that my thesis is perfectly virtuous, composed for the greater glory of God and the King, and that its tendencies are precisely the contrary of what he blames. The only danger is that I am bringing
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